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Happy 5th Birthday, YYC Fringe! 
Calgary’s Only Summer Theatre Festival is Celebrating! 

 
(Calgary, AB) - The fifth installment of the Calgary Fringe Festival is set to open its doors this 
August long weekend. 
 
WHAT: Calgary Fringe Festival 2010 - Indoor Theatre Festival presenting acts from around  

the globe…and from our own backyard! 
 
WHEN:   Friday, July 30 to Saturday, August 7, 2010. 
 
WHERE:   Inglewood, Calgary’s most historic neighbourhood. 
 
The Calgary Fringe Festival is playing host to 27 indoor theatre artist companies this year from all 
around Calgary, Alberta and the globe. The shows range from children’s shows to musicals, to 
dance, spoken word, puppetry, dramas, comedies, improvisation, mainstream, to new social media 
favourites and the more risqué… you name it!  Whatever your tastes, whatever your age, chances 
are you’ll find it at the Fringe. 
 
“Think of the Fringe like a box of crayons,” says Michele Gallant, Festival Director of the Calgary 
Fringe. “When you open a box - there are so many choices. What colour do you choose? Are you 
going to stay within the lines - or be adventurous and venture out? The Fringe is the same. There 
are so many choices!” 
 
And the location of the Fringe Festival is key for proper “fringing.” 
 
“Our home is in Calgary’s oldest neighbourhood - Inglewood,” exclaims Gallant. “All of our venues 
are within a maximum 10 minute walking distance from each other. Which means, lots of people 
see a minimum of two to three shows a day! And this year, to make it even easier for theatergoers - 
the Fringe has an iPhone app! The first of its kind for an Alberta festival - it’s available free through 
the iTunes store!” 
 
Most shows are about an hour in length, with the maximum run time for a couple of shows at  
90 minutes. At any given time, there is a minimum of 13 shows to a maximum of 20 shows 
happening every day of the Fringe. 
 
As for Fringe artists, some are novices… some are more seasoned veterans who tour the Fringe 
circuit over the summer. Whatever their experience, the Fringe is all about supporting the arts and 
artistic expression. And 100% of the artist set ticket price goes directly back to the artist! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 
 
 

 

Mark your calendar, new details and dates for the Fringe: 
 
Thursday, July 29 at 
10 am 

Media Event 
 
Media are invited to Club Paradiso at Village Cantina (1413 - 9 Ave SE) 
to catch a peek of some of the fantastic Fringe offerings. Interviews will 
be available. 
 

Saturday, July 31   
11 am to 5 pm 

Inglewood SunFest  
 

Held during the Fringe’s opening weekend, it will be vendors and 
performers galore along 9th Avenue SE (closed between 11th Street 
and 14th Street). The Inglewood SunFest is open to EVERYONE with 
no admission charged.  A perfect time to bring the family and stroll 
around! 
 

NEW! 
Friday, July 30 -
Tuesday, August 3 
 
 
 

Calgary Fringe Best of Fest 
 
Starting July 30, our audience will be able to vote online or at our 
Fringe on-site box office for their favourite Fringe act. Voting ends 
Tuesday, August 3 at midnight. Results will be announced on 
Wednesday, August 4 during our Fringe Star of Fame award 
presentation ceremony.  
 
The Best of Fest  winner(s) will perform their award winning 
show(s) on our closing Saturday, August 7 at 1 pm in their 
respective venue. 
 

NEW! 
Wednesday, August 4 
at 10 am 

Calgary Fringe Star of Fame Award 
 
The Fringe is recognizing special individuals and organizations 
contributing to Inglewood, either as an artist or as a major supporter of 
arts in Calgary. Come see who is the first to be selected for the honour! 
 
The Calgary Fringe will be making a formal presentation on 
Wednesday, August 4 at 10 am in front of our Information Booth.  
 

Wednesday, August 4 
at 7 pm 

Show Up and Ship Out to the Fringe 
The Ship and Anchor on 17th Ave SW began this event last year, and it 
worked so well - they’re bringing it back. For $25, you get one Fringe 
show ticket to Ship-chosen performance, Dr Horrible, a bus ride to and 
from the show, and a free pint at the Ship after!  
 
Bus leaves The Ship at 6:15 pm. Contact Vanessa at 
Vanessa@shipandanchor.com for questions and to R.S.V.P.  

NEW! 
 

The Fringe Experience… Patron Days:  
 
 August 3 - Senior's Day  
 August 4 - BFF at the CFF (Best Friends Forever at the Calgary FF)  
 August 5 - Date Night  

 
For a complete listing of all Fringe Festival 2010 theatre shows, go to calgaryfringe.ca 



    
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
The Social Media Favourite… 
 

The Risqué… 
 

  

 
For Family… 
 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
The Spiritual... 
 

  
 
 
The “Out of Towners”… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Horrible (Spitwire Entertainment): The new social media hit written by Buffy’s Joss 
Whedon. Young Billy takes on the status quo as he sets out to change to world under the 
guise of Dr Horrible. 

Glengarry Glen Beck (Obscene But Not Heard):  From the twisted minds that brought 
you past Fringe hit Jihad Me at Hello comes this next great comedy sketch show. OBNH 
says you MUST see this show. The life you save may be your own! 

The Human Body Project (Tasha Diamant): Gandhi said, “Be the change you wish to 
see in the world.” In this experiential, conversational forum, mother/artist/educator Tasha 
Diamant models vulnerability, appearing naked and unscripted and chooses to just "Be." 
The goal: heartfulness, connection and peace. 

Gnomeward Bound (SNAFU Dance Theatre): A modern fable: 12-year-old Gitte the 
kinder-whisperer is an expert in five types of jitsu, three of which she invented herself, 
including the notorious bear jitsu (which involves bears). Armed with her Danish 
grandfather’s folk tales, Gitte investigates the pre-pubescent rabble to determine whether 
“attention deficit” is the next step in human evolution. 

Before The Silver Cord is Seve red (Tim Bergmann): 3,000 years ago, an old and wise 
king wrote down his conclusions about the meaning of life. Today, three millennia later, 
those conclusions feel as relevant and fresh as the morning paper. Ancient. Intelligent. 
Spiritual. Experience the power of the Book of Ecclesiastes in this solo dramatic 
performance. 
 

Brazil Nuts (Watson Arts):  New York Comedian Susan Jeremy from the Fringe hit P.S. 
69, returns with a tale of love, marriage and soccer. Fearing deportation from the U.S.A., 
Fabiana, a Brazilian lesbian, marries Ron, a cowboy stripping wanna-be porn publisher. 
What happens to her relationship with Jackie, a dog walker from the rainforest? 
"Hilarious, moments of absurd joy." Toronto Eye 

 

A Sampling of Fringe 2010 Shows: 
 

The Misadventurous Perils of Pauline (Kompany Family Theatre):  A zany adventure 
perfect for kids and families! Follow Pauline as she is whisked away to a perilous world of 
poisonous pink pastries, horrible hair perms, baffling banana songs and crazy hijinks! Will 
Pauline defeat the evil renovator in time? 



    
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

The Fun… 

 

 

 

   

The Politically (In) Correct… 

 

  

 

The Music… 

  

The Honeymoon Period is Officially Over (Gemma Wilcox): Talking chickens, a timid 
rodent, a funky sax and jumping flames… Wilcox (London, UK) plays 20 characters in this 
award-winning, humorous and poignant tale of love and letting-go.  “Sexy, sharp and 
seamless.”  Now-Toronto 

 

Antoine Feval (Chris Gibbs):  Chris Gibbs, the man behind 2009 Best of Fest Winner 
The Power of Ignorance, returns to the Calgary Fringe with Antoine Feval, the exciting, 
hilarious story of Victorian London’s most overlooked detective.  "Absolutely priceless… 
Sherlockians will be in heaven. Everyone else will be here, laughing hard.” Edmonton 
Journal 

 
Dale Beaner and The Turtle Boy (Big Cat Facial Cream Productions): Two young 
men – one a former child movie star, the other a reclusive scientific oddity – must 
confront their pasts (and their fathers) when their lives cross paths at the Major League 
Baseball All-Star game. 

 

Don't Make Fun of Jesus (Break The Wall Productions): One girl’s struggle to come 
out of a cult, a marriage, poverty and a closet. Raised in the “bible belt,” Sherri relocated 
to New York City. She has opened for Roseanne Barr and performed on Broadway. 
“Sherri is really funny." Roseanne Barr 

Phone Whore (Cameryn Moore): Truth and taboo collide in this intimate visit with a 
phone sex operator. Listen closely: she may change your views on sex forever. 

The Goodtimes (The Goodtimes): Behold The Goodtimes, an electro-vaudeville 
spectacle! Follow this wildly entertaining husband/wife duo as they travel through time and 
outer space to the 25th century. The Goodtimes show is an interactive theatrical rock 
extravaganza; complete with groovy tunes, participaction and the intergalactic sweet 
beats of Bleeps the Robot.  



    
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

And there is so much more!  For a complete listing of all the theatre shows, click here.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTIONABLE (Grow or Die Music): ACTIONABLE reflects upon litigious situations 
resulting from Bob Wiseman’s songwriting while trying to establish his solo career after 
quitting pop group Blue Rodeo in 1991. These often-hilarious tales are presented through 
super 8 film, video projection, PowerPoint and musical breaks on accordion, guitar and 
keyboard. Mr. Wiseman plans to win the eventual Juno Award for best performance art by 
no good loud mouth schnook. 



    
 
 
 

 

 
What is a Fringe Festival? 
 
Historical Roots 

 
• Started in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1947 and now draws over 800,000 attendees per 

year. 
• Theatre based roots, but has expanded to encompass street performers, buskers, 

musicians, body art artists, muralists and photographers. 
 
Fringe Fun Facts 
 

• Fringe theatre artists submit an application and shows are selected at random by a 
lottery draw. 

• All Fringe Festivals are not-for-profit organizations. 
• Edmonton Fringe Festival is the 2nd largest Fringe Festival in North America—the 

Battle of Alberta has begun! 
 
The Four Governing Fringe Festival Principles: 
 

• 100% unbiased. 
• 100% unjuried. 
• 100% uncensored. 
• 100% of the artist ticket price goes back to the artist. 

 
Calgary Fringe Festival Highlights 
 

• Inglewood is our permanent home. It’s the oldest neighbourhood in Calgary. We 
heart Inglewood!!! 

• This is our FIFTH year in existence and we’re still going strong! 
• In 2009, we saw our attendance increase 40% over the previous year, with over 

8,000 people attending the Calgary Fringe Festival. 
• Fringe Festival Director/Producer Michele Gallant is also an actress and has 

performed in Fringe Festivals in Edmonton! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 
 
 

 

A Few Final Fringe Details… 
 

• Want to interview the Fringe artists? Let us know - we’ll connect you. The Fringe 
artists will be very happy to talk with you! 

 
• For complete, up-to-the-minute information, check out the Calgary Fringe website 

at: www.calgaryfringe.ca. You will find a complete listing of all Fringe shows and 
events, and we’ll have media relevant information posted in our Media Kit  section 
in case you need to locate press releases or relevant Fringe news, etc.   

 
• On the Spot  Information Booth (during the Fringe) is located at the City of 

Calgary Parking Lot on the corner of 9 Ave and 12 St SE.  
 

• Open:  
Friday, July 30 to Saturday, August 7: 11:30 am to 10:30 pm Saturday, July 31: 
10:30 am to 10:30 pm 

 
• Connect with our MEDIA CONTACT if you require further information on Inglewood 

SunFest or of course, our Fringe Festival shows. We’re here to help!  
  
Don’t Leave Home Without… 
 

• Your Media All Access Pass gives you access to all scheduled Fringe shows and 
events—you need it to get in the door. Email us and we’ll send you one to print off! 
If you forget, we’ll have a few at the On the Spot Information Booth. 

 
• Bring along your Fringe Festival Show Guide so you can plan out your viewing day.  

 
Help Us Build Our Archives 

 
• If you are writing a story, posting a review/preview, talking about us, or video taping 

us, keep us in the loop and let us know!  We are building our archival records and 
would love a copy of whatever you are doing! 

 

For more information, interviews and images, please contact: 

Karin Põldaas 
1128 MEDIA 
403.891.9079 
kp@1128media.com  
 
 


